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Rally Day – Bethlehem’s New Mission – Wednesday, September 9th, 2020 – 7:00 pm 

 

AS WE GATHER 

In his letter to the Christians in the city of Philippi, Paul spoke of the exalted Lord Jesus Christ. He wrote that, 

having completed His saving work, Jesus was to be worshiped by all people. So worthy is the Christ that “at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow . . . and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father” (Philippians 2:10–11). The work of missionaries, which is to include all of God’s redeemed 

people, is ultimately to bring glory to God. That glorifying is heard in our praises and shown in our deeds that 

reflect our Lord’s boundless love and bring others into the circle of His grace. 

Gathering Song  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Welcome & Invocation  

Opening Prayer  

Pastor:  Almighty God, in Your kindness You cause the light of the Gospel to shine among us. By the  

working of Your Holy Spirit, help us to share the good news of Your salvation that all who hear it 

may rejoice in the gift of Your unending love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Opening Song                   Rise, Shine, You People LSB 825 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005858 

 

Confession and Forgiveness    
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Pastor: As people gathered around God’s Word, we confess before God that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, and admit that by our own strength we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

nature. As people called to walk in His ways and to share God’s love, let us take refuge in His 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring His grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, and saying, 

“God be merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.” In repentance, let us confess our sins unto our 

gracious God. 

People:  Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to life everlasting. 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for 

us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. To them who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 

God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, You have given us the great command to be Your people who go out in Your name 

with Your saving Word. Make us aware of Your blessed commission to us as we live our lives to 

Your glory. Grant faith and courage to Your people, and direct our ways so that we bring a clear 

witness to Your blessed will and Your loving plan for all humanity. Order our days and our deeds 

in Your peace, and make us ambassadors of Your grace. This we ask through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Installation of Sunday School Superintendent & Teachers 

 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                                     Isaiah 62:1–7 

(God promises salvation for His people.) 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

 and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, 

 and your land Married; 

for the LORD delights in you, 

 and your land shall be married. 
5For as a young man marries a young woman, 

 so shall your sons marry you, 
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and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

 so shall your God rejoice over you. 
6On your walls, O Jerusalem, 

 I have set watchmen; 

all the day and all the night 

 they shall never be silent. 

You who put the LORD in remembrance, 

 take no rest, 
7and give him no rest 

 until he establishes Jerusalem 

 and makes it a praise in the earth. 

Reader:     This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:    Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                                                            Romans 10:11–17 

(Faith comes from hearing.) 

 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 
13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him 

of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they to 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

Reader:      This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:     Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                        Luke 24:44–53  

(Jesus commissions His disciples as His witnesses.) 

 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And 

behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power 

from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

Presentation of 4th Grade Bibles & 6th Grade Catechisms  
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Song of the Day         “I Love to Tell the Story” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Sermon                               BETHLEHEM’S MISSION: “Serve, Shine, Share”                              Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Mission Sequence 

Pastor: Our mission together is vigorously to make known the love of Christ by word and deed: 

People: Guided by the Light of Christ, we will Serve, Shine, and Share His Love! 

Pastor: The word “apostle” indicates that an individual has been sent out with a special mission.  

People: In addition to the original disciples of Christ sent out as apostles, today, we are everyday 

missionaries. 

 

Pastor: Jesus said: “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.” Mark 10:45 

People: We are called to Serve.  

Pastor: Since the name Bethlehem means in Hebrew, “House of Bread,” we gather to be served and to 

serve in response to God's love. God serves us His Word of hope, and nourishes us with His 

Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Supper. Being fed, we are equipped to practice compassion 

and justice, as we engage and train young and old our core values to make a difference in the 

world, beginning at home and in the workplace!  
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Pastor: Jesus said: “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works, and give 

glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16) 

People: We are called to Shine.  

Pastor: We reflect the goodness and mercy of God by showing we are Christians by our various 

languages of love! We shine in love by acts of service, gift-giving, physical presence, quality 

time, and words of affirmation. 

 

Pastor: Saint Paul said, “Live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 

good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his 

glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the 

Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of 

light.” Colossians 1: 10-12 

People: We are called to Share.  

Pastor: We exist to encourage and equip people to be sent out as everyday missionaries in our 

community, communicating the personal faith our Lord has blessed us with! 

 

Pastor: Remembering our call to stand together with the missionaries of each century, we confess our 

Christian Creed: 

Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: As we remember the mission and missionaries of the Church from the time of the first apostles 

to our own day, as we are people sent out into the world, let us pray for the Church of God, for 

our nation, and for all people according to their needs. 

Almighty and everlasting God, we are gathered together for this mission observance by the 

work of the Spirit who calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 

earth. Bless all those who in these times share the Gospel with those who have not heard it or 

have not taken it to heart. Continue to strengthen those whose witness is challenged or 

challenging, that they find strength in You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord of the Church, grant that we as Your people continue to have hearts for missions in a world 

where expressions of faith and faithfulness are often not welcomed. Teach us to be appreciative 

of the mission work done on our behalf in various settings in our own nations and around the 

world. Bless our nation, and give us a full appreciation of the religious freedoms we enjoy in this 

land. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Lord of all nations, You have established governments for the protection of citizens and for their 

well-being. Grant that the proclamation of the Gospel have free course in our nation and every 
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nation that the good news of salvation be gratefully received around the world. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, by Your Spirit work in us, and grant us opportunities to be people 

in mission wherever the roads of our lives take us. Grant us grace to be those who bring glory to 

Your name through all that we do and say as Your redeemed people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Hear us on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace                                  

Song                                                “Doxology”  LSB 805 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

The Words of Our Lord 

[Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” LSB 826 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude:    “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   

Dismissal 

 

Rededication of Original Cornerstone 
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